Chaffer XXVII
RUMANIA, A COUNTRY WHICH HAS OIL
AND A ROYAL FAMILY
THE list of the Skvic nations of the Balkans has come to an
end. But there exists one other Balkan State which none of us is
likely to forget, as it has a habit of crashing into the front pages of
our newspapers with a frequency that is at times a bit painful
That is not the fault of the Rumanian peasants. They are born and
till their fields and die very much as peasants arc in the habit of
doing all the world over. It is due to the incurable vulgarity and
the unspeakable bad taste of that Anglo-German dynasty which
some twenty years ago succeeded the highly respectable Prince
Charles of Hohenzollern on the throne of a kingdom founded by
the grace of God, Prince Bismarck, and a certain Benjamin
Disraeli
It was in the year 1878 that these two gentlemen came together
in Berlin and after paying their duties to the Deity decided to
elevate Walachia (the land of the Wlachs) to the rank of an
independent principality. If the present reigning family can be
persuaded to remove itself to Paris, where people do not care how
much dirty linen is washed, as long as it is done with French soap,
Rumania may go far, for Nature has been extraordinarily kind to
this great plain between the Carpathians, the Transylvanian Alps,
and the Black Sea. Not only could it be turned into a granary as
rich as that of the Russian Ukraine, of which it is the natural
continuation, but the next richest oil deposits of Europe after the
Russian oilfields in the Caucasus are to be found near the city of
Ploesci, where the Transylvanian Mountains join the plains of
Walachia.
Unfortunately, tic farms both of Walachia and Bessarabia
between the Danube and the Prut are in the hands of large laad-
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